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the CIIC (or an Alternate fommand Authority
ro an Airborne Command Fost by mears ¢f heliconter as specitiad in th
instruction on continuily of operations. There were Lwd exercises conducted
in this series in 1980, one in February and the other in May.

éﬁ) On 3 June a technical problem in a computer at the North American
Air Defense Command (NORAD) caused erroneous data to be transmitted. As a
splays at th~ Mational M17'*a7y Command Center and SAC headquarters
TCRM and SLEBM missile launches against the United States.
i '5, from the warning sensor system, however,
failed to confirm that any missile nad pbeen launched. As a precaution, and
in accordance with standard procedures, certain SAC aircraft and command and
control aircraft were brought to a higher state of readiness. In response
to that national directive, CINCPAC's Airborne Command Post conducted an
emergency alert scramhle and Taunch. The aircraft was airborne in 7 minutes.
The emergency launch requirement was cancelled 7 minutes after initiation,
The aircraft, however, coma]etcd about 3% hours of routine airborne alert

and then returned to a ground alert position.
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(U) A similar alarm was triggered on 6 June, but BLUE EAGLE was nct
Taunched that time. [t was guwsequwnu1y learned that a 46¢ circuit in the
NORAD computer system the size of a "nickel or dime" had fawle , not from
faulty maintenance but because it simply wore out.

@%@Q Procadures to preclude such incidents remained under study through-
out the year. On both 12 and 27 June the JCS provided missile warning pro-
cedures designed to confirm such threat warnings and directing that force
posture not be increased or actions taken to cause the movement of forces
in response to MNORAD- grreraugd threat data unless the threat was confirmed

by direct sensor data. 3

@é} On 15 July the JCS advised that it was essential that the tactical
warning and attack assessment systems be fully capable of providing decision-
making information to the National Command Authorities that was not only
timely, but of unquestioned validity and reliability. [Lxtensive revicws
«nd analyses of segments of the systems had been accomplished and were con-
tinuing. The Chairman of the JCS, however, directed that an "umbrella" stucy
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